How to Choose the Best Sublimation Paper for Perfect Shirt Prints 


Sublimation printing has been gaining immense recognition in recent times because of its capacity to 
create vibrant and durable patterns on different materials, including clothing. But, producing flawless 
prints is dependent on the type of sublimation paper that you select. This guide discusses the key 
aspects to take into consideration, and help you pick the top sublimation papers for shirt. 


What Is Sublimation Paper and Why Is It Important? 

Sublimation paper is a specially-designed media that is designed to release sublimation dye to a surface 
which includes fabric. It is different from regular paper because it comes with a unique coating which 
holds the dye and allows it to be released efficiently in the process of heat pressing. Selecting the best 
sublimation papers will guarantee: 


e Vibrant Colors The right paper can preserve the vibrant the colors. 
e Sharp Details: Ensures high-definition image transfer. 


e Soft Transfer Reducing smudging or bleeding ink. 


Key Factors to Consider When Choosing Sublimation Paper 
1. Paper Weight and Thickness 


Sublimation paper's weight is determined as GSM (grams in square millimeter). The heavier papers (100- 
130 GSM) tend to last longer and less likely to curl when the heat press is being used. In contrast thinner 
sheets (70-90 GSM) are ideal for quick production because of their speedy drying times. 


e For cotton-polyester blends, opt for heavier papers for precision. 


e To use 100 100% polyester shirt Lighter papers may suffice because of the lower the need for ink 
absorption. 


2. Ink Compatibility 


Make sure the paper you pick will work with your chosen sublimation printer and ink. Certain types of 
papers are made specifically for specific ink brands to maximize ink release as well as the reproduction of 
colors. 


3. Drying Time 


Sublimation papers that dry quickly are essential to avoid smudges when printing in large-volume 
environments. Find papers marked "quick-dry" to streamline your process without losing high-quality. 


4. Transfer Efficiency 


The finest what is the best sublimation paper for dark shirts are designed to maximize the efficiency of 
ink transfer This means that less ink will be retained upon the paper following pressing. This ensures 
vivid prints, but also helps reduce waste of ink. 


5. Paper Size 


Choose sublimation sizes to match the printer's capabilities. The standard sizes are: 


e 8.5x 11 inches for smaller designs. 
e 11x17 inches for larger prints. 


e Rolls to be used with wide-format printers in large-scale production. 


Types of Sublimation Paper for Shirt Printing 
Premium Coated Sublimation Paper 


The type of paper is equipped with an innovative coating which enhances ink release and absorption and 
produces professional outcomes. It is ideal for companies that focus on printing top quality shirts. 


Economy Sublimation Paper 


The economical options are ideal for students or people with a limited budget. Although they are 
affordable, they might be less than perfect in quality and vibrancy. 


Specialized Papers for Dark Fabrics 


Sublimation is best used for light colored fabrics, specific paper types are specifically designed to work 
with dark colored or dark colored clothes, which provide the perfect base that allows for vibrant images. 


How to Test Sublimation Paper for Quality 
Before making a commitment to purchase in bulk take these tests: 


e Testing the Print's Clarity Print an image on the paper and check the vibrancy and clarity of the 
image that you have transferred. 


e Transfer test Press the paper onto a fabric sample and then check for uniform quality and color. 


e Test of Drying Check how fast the ink is dried following printing in order to prevent smudging. 


Top Brands for Sublimation Paper 
1. A-SUB Sublimation Paper 


The product is known for its remarkable performance in transfer and it’s the compatibility of it with 
many sublimation inks. The product is highly regarded by experts. 


2. TexPrint Sublimation Paper 


With its quick drying capabilities as well as vibrant color reproduction TexPrint is an ideal choice for 
complex design. 


3. Koala Sublimation Paper 


The most popular among students, Koala offers affordable yet solid papers that are suitable for smaller- 
scale projects. 


4. DyeMaster Sublimation Paper 


An excellent choice for experienced users. DyeMaster offers high-definition images on the blend of 
cotton-polyester and polyester. 


Best Practices for Using Sublimation Paper 
1. Store Properly 


Make sure to keep sublimation paper in a dry, cool conditions to avoid water absorption that can alter 
the print's quality. 


2. Adjust Printer Settings 


Set your printer's settings to optimize for sublimation printing to ensure that you print at the best 
resolution as well as proper ink levels. 


3. Conduct Regular Maintenance 


Make sure to regularly clean your printer's print head as well as rollers in order to prevent clogging of 
the printer's ink and make sure that printing is even on papers. 


4. Match Paper to Fabric 


Pick the appropriate papers for the fabric of your choice for the most effective result. Polyester shirts 
require lightweight paper is ideal. However, cotton blends could require stronger alternatives. 


Common Mistakes to Avoid 
e Making use of regular paper: The regular paper can't retain or let out sublimation ink with ease. 


e Incorrect Paper orientation Always put the paper with the coating side facing the sublimation 
paper in the direction of the printer head to ensure precise patterns. 


e Poor Temperature Press Settings: The wrong temperature, pressure or timing can cause damage 
to the print. 


Final Thoughts 

Choosing the most suitable best sublimation paper for shirts is essential to get professional shirt 
prints. If you take into consideration factors such as the weight, compatibility, as well as effectiveness of 
the transfer process, you can take your sublimation work into new heights. Try different paper types as 
well as conduct tests. trust trusted manufacturers to discover the best combination for your specific 
needs 


